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STREET SENSE TIPS

@ Never let children under 8 years of age cross
the street alone. Tell them who can help
them cross safely.

@ Teach your child always to cross at the
corner and use the LEFT-RIGHT-LEFT rule to

make sure the road is clear.

® Explain how they can be hidden when
walking out between cars, vans, ice cream
trucks, buses, etc.

@ If they can’t cross at the corner, teach them
to stop at the edge of the vehicle and use
the LEFT-RIGHT-LEFT rule.

® Teach your child to look LEFT-RIGHT-LEFT
when crossing driveways, whether on the
sidewalk or in the street. Drivers may be
pulling in or backing out and may not see
your child. Always beware of children play-
ing in the driveway or on the sidewalk.

® Never tell children to cross when you are on
the other side. Cross the street and walk
back with them.

® Walk your child to school, pointing out dan-
ger areas and places they need to be extra
careful. Obey all safety patrols and crossing
quards.

@ Practice often with your children, praising
them when directions are properly followed.

@ Be a role model—use the LEFT-RIGHT-LEFT
rule whenever you cross the street.

Children are ready to learn different things
about street safety at different ages. It is impor-
tant to teach them safety they can grasp.

Children 8 and under should be
taught to:

@ Cross streets only with the supervision of an
older person whom the parent or caregiver
has identified as responsible.

@ Stay away from streets and always stop and
look LEFT-RIGHT-LEFT before crossing a drive-
- way. Not only does this help keep children
safe, it teaches them the safe walking behav-
iors that will be required of them as they get
older. '

@ Never play or ride toys in the driveway or
street, and never chase balls, toys or pets into
the street. Always get an older person to get
them.

Children 9 to 12 should be
taught to:

@ Stop at the curb, look LEFT-RIGHT-LEFT and
listen for any cars that may be in the neigh-
borhood but cannot be seen. When the way is
clear walk, don’t run, across the street, contin-
uing to look both ways while crossing.

@ Never enter the street from between parked
cars or from behind bushes or shrubs.

® Cross only at the corners.
® Watch for turning cars.
@ Play away from traffic.

@ Be especially careful on rainy days.

® Obey safety patrols and crossing guards.
The safest place for children to cross the
street while going to school is at a corner
that has a safety patrol or crossing guard.

@ Stand back from the road while waiting
for the bus and wait for it to come to a
complete stop.

@ Recognize and obey all traffic signals and
markings. Never enter into the street if the
“DON'T WALK" signal is on or flashing.

® Always walk on sidewalks. When sidewalks
are not available, walk facing oncoming
traffic and stay as far to the left as possible.

@ Look out for other traffic when one vehicle
stops to let them cross. Cars may pull
around to pass the stopped car, putting
children in danger.

@ Attempt to make eye contact with drivers
of stopped or turning vehicles, but never
assume the drivers can see them.

@ Watch for vehicles turning into or backing
out of parking spaces in parking lots and
garages.

Children ages 12 and above
should be taught to:

@ Be good role models for younger children
by using the safe walking behaviors they
have learned.



